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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

This year’s annual general meeting provides me with the second opportunity to 
present a report as chairman of the Rathmell Reading Room committee and to put 
forward my thoughts on the past year’s events and the challenges facing us in the 
forthcoming year. 

I have long held to the belief that it is the committee’s primary responsibility to 
ensure that the Reading Room continues to be made available for use by the 
community and in particular those organisations which have representation on the 
committee. It is, in my view, for others to make use of the facilities and promote the 
happiness and comfort of the community by organising social occasions. 

A cursory glance at the annual financial statement confirms that whilst a significant 
sum of money has been spent on repairs and the purchase of equipment our bank 
account balances continue to remain healthy. We have benefited considerably from 
two extremely generous donations which have greatly provided the committee with 
the ability to maintain the Reading Room in a good standard of repair.  

To that extent the committee has once again achieved its financial objective and at 
this stage I should pay tribute to the executive abilities of all the committee members 
who have so generously given their time, effort and support. 

In my report last year I spoke of the intention of the committee to encourage others 
to organise social occasions and to co-opt two members with this primary task. To a 
limited extent this has been successful, with the Christmas Party for 2013 being 
organised by Ian and Edith Wright; and it was a tremendous success.  Happily, the 
Christmas Party for 2014 has again been organised by the Wrights and will again no 
doubt prove to be equally successful. But we continue to encourage everyone in the 
village to consider ways in which the Reading Room can be used to engage the 
community. 

Under the auspices of the committee the Christmas and Easter fairs and two clothes 
parties were organised during the year which together with room hire contributed 
towards the cost of maintaining the Reading Room.  



In so far as the forthcoming year is concerned the challenge remains to raise sufficient 
income to pay the outgoings necessary to maintain, upkeep and insure the Reading 
Room. It is also acknowledged by the present committee that the appearance of the 
function room has been overtaken somewhat by time and fashion and it is hoped that 
some form of refurbishment can be undertaken.  

For information about forthcoming events organised by or on behalf of the committee, 
and indeed to be aware of everything that is happening in the village, please go online 
at www.rathmellvillage.org.uk 

Finally, and for the benefit of those not familiar with how the Reading Room works, 
our committee is a group of 5 elected members and 6 representative members which 
is answerable to 4 holding trustees.  Committee members are elected annually, 
retiring  at the end of each annual general meeting. Any member of the committee 
can be re-elected or re-appointed and anyone over 18 living in Rathmell or the 
neighbourhood is eligible to be a committee member.  Anyone with an interest in the 
future of the Reading Room is encouraged to apply for election to the committee in 
order to bring both a fresh view and a contribution to its work. 

Peter Reynolds  Chairman 


