
Is Craven District Council proposed Housing Plan for Rathmell 
acceptable? 
 
Some of you will remember the CDC presentation about this; delivered at the Reading 
Room last year.  The planners showed maps of the areas available for new housing in 
Rathmell and talked about building 45 new dwellings on these sites - on average, 
three houses per year for 15 years. 
 
Many of us left the presentation uneasy about the proposals but with the distinct 
feeling that the matter had already been decided.  Thankfully, David Wilkinson 
decided to look into the proposed plan in more detail and unearthed some interesting 
figures from the CDC website.  Last month, David and I looked again at his findings 
and summarised them in a couple of pages for presentation to a Ribblebanks Parish 
Council meeting.  The material was well received by this meeting. 
 
David and I then decided to make the information more widely available to the 
community so the two pages that we gave to RPC are now presented here.  A final 
decision on the CDC proposals will be reached shortly and we reckon that an active 
and well-informed community is more likely to give rise to wise decisions! 
 
Neither of us is opposed to increasing the number of dwellings in the village but we 
do think that development has to be appropriate and proportionate and, for us, the 
current proposals are excessive, especially when compared with what is suggested for 
other parishes.  We would be interested to know your thoughts on the proposal by 
either adding a comment at the bottom of this page or emailing 
editor@rathmellvillage.org.uk. 
 
 
Please note -  
 
'Central Rathmell' refers to the housing on either side of the main road and closest to 
this road - Gooselands etc. 
'Far Rathmell' is the area up Hesley Lane and Mill Lane. 
'Scattered Rathmell' is all the other dwellings and farms dotted around the rest of the 
parish. 
 
 
JK/DW 


